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Yearly Overview Year 6 



2023/2024

	
	AUTUMN TERM
	SPRING TERM
	SUMMER TERM

	
	Evolution
	
	The Mayans

	Hook into topic
	Images of tribal people
	Follow explorer on blogs

Ice Block – containing clues
	Watch thrilling circus extracts BGT?
	David Attenborough video
	Chocolate
	Letter from year 2

	Home learning project
	
	Antarctica Diorama  
	
	
	
	

	Class trip or visitor 
	Search Museum ‘Darwin’ 
	Explorer visit
Forest Walk 
	Circus Performer / workshop  
	
	
	Activity Week 

	English
	English

Key Texts for Writing
	Jemmy Button – the boy that Darwin returned

The Wonder Garden – Jenny Broom


	Shackleton’s Journey

The lion, Witch and the wardrobe - extract
	The boy who swam with piranhas

Leon and the place between


	Wolf Wilder

Wolves of Currumpaw

 
	Little Freak – short video 
	Alma – video clip



	
	Writing Outcomes
	Diary entries

Informal letters 

Report about newly discovered island 

Evolved animal report 

Darwin fact file


	Formal letter of application

Narrative – Elephant Island

Antarctica - non chron report

Survival guide

Persuasive speech

Character description 
Volcano/ earthquake – description / explanation
	Diary extract

Narrative – re-write show chapter (suspense)

Informal letter
Complaint letter 
Biography of Pancho 

Description of setting

Report –Monarchy over time 

Recount in role
	Postcards form Wolves perspective

Formal letter to Tsar

Balanced argument – Should wolves be kept in Russian palaces? 

Wolf – reports 

Explanation of body system
	Little Freak
Description

Narrative diary

Narrative- write the story from video

Mythical creature report

Estate agents description 
	Balanced argument – residential?
 Alma – Narrative & ?
Letter of introduction to year 7

Survival guide for year 6 
Explanation of circuits 

	
	Shared Reading Texts

(NF)

(F)

(P)
	Skellig – David Almond

Vipers Texts linked to topics

	Vipers Texts linked to topics
SAT’s Extracts
	Vipers Texts linked to topics
SAT’s Extracts
	Vipers Texts linked to topics

SAT’s Extracts 
	Vipers Texts linked to topics

SAT’s Extracts
Narrative poetry
	 (School library service to source) 
Valerie Bloom – poetry

	
	Read Aloud
	Skellig and ? 
	Survivors / The Explorer 
	The boy who swam with Piranhas
	Wolf Wilder

Wolves of Currumpaw
	
	Share stories with Year R 

	Maths

HANTS MTP
	Unit 6.1 NPV / addition & subtraction (length & equations))

Unit 6.2 – multiplication & division

Unit 6.3 – fractions 


	Unit 6.4 – Percentages and geometry (angles & circles) with measurement (time) 
Unit 6.5 – NPV with measurement (mass & capacity) and all four operations
	Unit 6.6 – Fractions (with ratio) & geometry

Unit 6.7 -  Addition & subtraction (whole numbers & fractions) with linear sequences

Unit 6.8 - statistics
	Unit 6.9 – Algebra and formulae with measurement (volume, capacity, metric & imperial)
Unit 6.10 – All four operations with statistics (formal & informal methods)

Unit 6.11 – geometry with fractions 
	Unit 6.12 – multiplication & division with squares, cubes & primes

Unit 6.13 – tests

Unit 6.14 fractions & equivalence

Unit 6.15 – all four operations (whole numbers & fractions) 


	Unit 6.16 – geometry

Unit 6.17 – multiplication and division (secure formal)

Unit 6.18 – all four operations with decimals and measures

THEME PARK PROJECT 

	Computing
	Communication

3D modelling using Tinkercad
	Web page creation
	Spreadsheets

	Humanities
	History
	Darwin (Evolution) 

An exploration of the life and times of Darwin. 
(Linked to Science)


	Monarchy
William came from France and killed King Harold in 1066 to become known as ‘William the Conqueror’.

Henry II - Ruled much of France as well as England. Responsible for the murder of Thomas Beckett.

Richard I - Led a number of ‘Crusades in the Middle East. Spent only 6 months of his reign in England. 

King John – Forced to sign the Magna Carta, 15th June 1215 and ended up fighting a war with the barons. 

Edward I –Reforming King who made a lot of laws. Great military leader who defeated the Welsh and the Scots and built many castles. 

Richard III – Last King of the House of York. Defeated in the Battle of Bosworth.

Henry VII Defeated Richard III in the Battle of Bosworth, the final battles in the War of the Roses.  First king of the House of Tudor. 

Henry VIII – Separated the Church of England from the Roman Catholic Church as part of the English Reformation. Had six wives.

Elizabeth I – Defeated the Spanish armada and oversaw the flourishing of English drama including Shakespeare.

Charles I believed in the ‘Divine Right of Kings’ which meant he thought that God had chosen him so therefore he could never be wrong about anything. Charles I was executed. After Charles I died, there was no King and England was a republic. 

Oliver Cromwell was a puritan and people in England did not like the strict rules he was imposing upon them, so they invited the son of King Charles I, also called Charles, to become king. He agreed to this and became King Charles II.

The United Kingdom is a constitutional monarchy which means the monarch shares power with the government. Although our Queen, HRH Queen Elizabeth II is officially our head of state, the government actually runs the country from day to day. 

Queen no longer responsible for governing country but carries out many important tasks on behalf of the nation. 

Our Queen came to the throne after the death of her father, King George VI on 6th February 1952. 

The coronation, where the crown is placed upon the head of the monarch, was a year later on June 2nd 1953 in Westminster Abbey.

In the past, Kings of England held lots of power and did not have to consult with parliament before making decisions. 

During the reign of King John an important agreement was drawn up to limit the power of the monarch. 

The Magna Carta stated that the King must behave in a way that keeps to the laws of the land - not to take too much money from people and not to throw people in prison for no reason.

Democracy and Parliament

The United Kingdom is a constitutional monarchy which means the monarch shares power with the government. Although our Queen, HRH Queen Elizabeth II is officially our head of state, the government actually runs the country from day to day. 

 Parliament is made up of the House of Lords, House of commons and the Monarch.

The Queen (or reigning monarch) oversees Parliament but has no political power.

An MP is a Member of Parliament who sits in the House of Commons and represents their local constituents.

A new law will start in the House of Commons. It is then debated in the House of Lords. If accepted it goes to the Queen.

The Queen plays a constitutional role in opening and dissolving Parliament and approving Bills before they become law.

	Mayans 

Mayan civilisation flourished in Central America from about 2600BC until around AD1000 

1100BC – settlements begin to appear on the Pacific Coast

According to Mayans, the world was created on 11th August 3114BC (the date their calendar starts from). 

700 BC Maya writing is developed. The Mayan system of hieroglyphics was not successfully decoded until the 1950s.

100BC first Maya pyramids are built - many of them larger than those in Egypt. Step pyramids with flat tops and temples to their gods at the top. 

The Mayan Empire was at its most powerful around 600 A.D.

900-1200AD El Castillo is built

250 AD Classic period begins

1000AD Chichen Itza is most powerful city

1502 AD First contact with Europe

Mayans worshipped nature gods, especially gods of the sun, rain and corn. Mayan gods could change themselves into human and animal shapes. Priests performed ceremonies to keep the gods happy. 

Human sacrifice was rare but took place during times of difficulty, war or when new temple leaders.

The Maya (Mayans) thought the world was divided into three parts, the Heavens, the Earth and the Underworld, all linked together by a giant World Tree. 

Mayan kings were thought to become gods after their death

The Mayans used bows and arrows to hunt animals for food. They hunter many different types of wildlife like deer, dogs, agouti, turkeys and peccaries.

The Mayans primarily wore loincloths that were made out of cotton and suitable for the hot climate that they lived in, but would wear a clock called a manta if the weather was cold. A long cotton dress called a huipil was also worn by Mayan women.

The Maya are known for their skilled agriculture, pottery, hieroglyphic writing, calendar making and mathematics. 

The Mayans left behind architecture and symbolic artwork.

The Maya used Cacao to make chocolate.



	
	
	Violent Planet. - Volcanoes and earthquakes.
Prior knowledge - Locate on world maps (continents and countries), know that there are 3 main types of mountain formation (Y3), know how each mountain is formed ( Y3)

Volcanoes have created more than 80% of our planet's surface.

The majority of volcanoes in the world form along the boundaries of Earth's tectonic plates.

Volcanoes are formed when magma from within the Earth's upper mantle works its way to the surface. At the surface, it erupts to form lava flows and ash deposits.

When tectonic plates collide, one often plunges deep below the other in what's known as a subduction zone. 

Volcanoes are classed as active, dormant or extinct.

Volcanoes can form in is what's known as hotspot volcanism. A zone of magmatic activity in the middle of a tectonic plate can push up through the crust to form a volcano. This can build a line of volcanoes or islands on the surface.

75% of the world's active volcanoes are positioned around ‘the ring of fire’ , a 25,000-mile long, horseshoe-shaped zone that stretches from the southern tip of South America across the West Coast of North America, through the Bering Sea to Japan, and on to New Zealand.

Know that there are benefits and hazards to living near a volcano - helps to create tourism around that area and create more jobs. 

Volcanoes provide nutrients to the surrounding soil. Ash from the volcano contains minerals which could benefit the plants. If the ash is very fine it gets mixed to the soil very quickly.

Lava flows are almost always too slow to run over people, but they can certainly run over houses, roads, and any other structures. 

Pyroclastic flows are mixtures of hot gas and ash, and they travel very quickly down the slopes of volcanoes. They are so hot and choking that if you are caught in one it will kill you.

The earth has four major layers: the inner core, outer core, mantle and crust. The crust and the top of the mantle make up a thin skin on the surface of our planet.

The mantle and crust is broken into many pieces called tectonic plates. Each plate is slowly moving into other plates – plate boundaries. 

The edges of the plates are rough, they get stuck while the rest of the plate keeps moving. When the plate has moved far enough, the edges unstick on one of the faults and there is an earthquake.

The location below the earth’s surface where the earthquake starts is called the hypocenter, and the location directly above it on the surface of the earth is called the epicenter.

Earthquakes are not a geological structure like volcanoes and they do not release magma. 

Earthquakes are recorded by instruments called seismographs. The recording they make is called a seismogram. 

Earthquakes impact differently – according to strength and infrastructure Loss of life can be avoided through emergency planning, education, and the construction of buildings that sway rather than break under the stress of an earthquake
	
	Cocoa Conundrum (Central America)

El Salvador is on the western coast of Central America. Guatemala is to the north and west of El Salvador, with Honduras to the north and east and the Pacific Ocean to the south. 

El Salvador is located in the tropical zones, north of the equator.

El Salvador has a spectacular landscape, including lush, green forests, active volcanoes and sparkling lakes. There are two mountain ranges in El Salvador, which run parallel to each other from the east to the west of the country. 

The northern mountain range borders Honduras and is called the Sierra Madre (pronounced “Madray”), which means Mother Mountain Range. 

The southern or coastal mountain range includes more than 20 volcanoes. 

The soil around the volcanoes is very fertile and lots of coffee is grown here. There is a central plateau in between the two mountain ranges, and a narrow coastal belt with beautiful beaches along the Pacific Ocean. 

El Salvador has a tropical climate, with two seasons. The dry season is from November to April and the wet season is from May to October. Heavy rains and hurricanes can cause landslides, damage to buildings, injuries and even death.

Cocoa is grown in El Salvador. The cocoa belt is found exclusively around the equator, with most cocoa trees growing within 10° of the equator.

Cacao trees need a humid climate with a lot of rain. They grow best in the partial shade of large rainforest trees. 

The cacao tree is an evergreen that grows to be 15–25 feet tall. 

Climate change threatens many of our favourite foods, but perhaps none quite as beloved as chocolate. 

Global climate change already negatively affects cocoa production with longer and more intense dry periods, increased and prolonged incidences of pests and diseases, and more erratic rainfall. 

For the millions of small-scale farmers in the tropics who depend on cocoa crops to support their families, the impacts of our warming climate threaten their livelihoods and their very way of life.
Hurricanes are important because they can destroy vast expanses of forest and flood large parts of the interior with saltwater. During the dry season, fires burn large areas. Much of the Yucatan's natural history is disturbed, threatened or destroyed.

The ancient Mayans lived in what is now known as southern Mexico and northern Central America including Guatemala, Belize, Honduras, Yucatán Peninsula and El Salvador. Their descendants still live there today, and many of them speak the Mayan languages


	Environmental Studies


	
	**stand alone unit**

Food Sustainability

Over thousands of years the number of humans on the planet has massively increased.

Since man has learnt to ‘farm’ livestock, the animal population of wild animals v farmed animals has drastically changed. 

634 gallons (2,400 litres) of water is needed to make just one cheeseburger.

There is a global need for alternative protein sources and insects are packed full of protein.

Edible insects are a staple part of people’s diets in 80% of the world’s countries.

To feed a growing human population we either need to:

1)
Make changes to what and how we eat.

2)
Farm more intensively  so we can produce more of the same food from the same area of land (cramming animals and plants into smaller spaces.

3)
Destroy more wildlife habitat to create more farmland to grow more food. (although there is not enough land on our planet for this to work)
	

	Science
	Evolution and inheritance

Over the last many millions of years there are many examples of organisms becoming extinct and others evolving into new organisms over many generations. 

The fossil record is evidence of this extinction and evolution model. 

The way fossils form and the way they are found means that the fossil record is and incomplete record of all evolution. 

Darwin’s theory of Natural Selection explains how evolution occurs. (See next 4 bullet points as a circular flow chart.)

· Variation exists within a population (and between offspring of the same parents) 

· Competition exists for resources and mates. 

· Organisms best suited to their environment are more likely to survive long enough to reproduce. 

· Organisms reproduce and offspring have similar characteristics to parents. 

Some organisms reproduce sexually where offspring inherit information from both parents. 

Others reproduce asexually by making a copy of a single parent. 

Asexual reproduction results in little variation in a population that makes evolution less likely. 

All living things have similar stages of life. 

· Fertilisation – developing what is essential for surviving outside the mother or seed.

· Birth – developing body and learning (if an animal)

· Ability to move (if animal) and find (or make if plant) own food independently. 

· Growing in order to survive independently and learning (if an animal) 

· Adolescent – developing reproductive organs. 

· Mature adult

Different animals have adapted these stages differently, which has enabled them to survive
	Animals including humans

All animals need oxygen to survive. 

Air is breathed into the lungs where oxygen in the air is passed into the blood. 

Every part of animals bodies need oxygen, especially muscles. 

Muscles need a supply of oxygen and sugar to make them work, they are supplied this by the blood. 

The blood circulates around the body in a way that ensures all muscles in the body get a supply of oxygen and sugar. 

The heart pumps blood to every muscle in the body. 

The circulatory route must allow the blood to collect oxygen from the lungs, sugar from the intestines and visit muscles. 

The blood then returns to the heart where it is pumped again.
	Light – how light behaves
When light is emitted from a light source it travels in straight lines until it hits an object.

Shadows form when light hits an opaque object. 

The area behind a shadow is in darkness because light can only travel in straight lines. 

When light hits a transparent object it goes through in a straight line so we can see a clear image through it. 

When light hits a translucent material it goes through but is scattered. This means light can pass through, but we can’t see an image through it. 

When light hits a mirrored surface it reflects off it in straight lines so we can see an image in the reflective material. 

Sometimes when light hits a material it reflects off in many different directions (scattered). In this case light will be reflected but no image will be seen in the material. 

Shiny surfaces are better reflectors.

Rough surfaces scatter more light. 

Opaque objects don’t allow any light to pass through them. 

Animals see objects when light is reflected off the object and enters the eye through the pupil. 

The pupil changes its size to allow enough, but not too much light into the eye. 

Too much light damages the eye.

Too little light results in poor quality images.
Electricity

The power supply pushes the current round the circuit. 

The voltage of the power supply is a measure of this push. 

Batteries have a limited store of energy, when this is good they no longer push the current. 

When a current goes through a device it makes it work.

The greater the current the harder the device works. 

When any device is placed in the circuit, it makes it harder for the current to flow (resistance).

The more devices the greater the resistance and the lower the current. (The voltage does not change) 

As current goes through a conductor it heats it up.

The greater the current flowing through the greater the heating effect. 

This effect can be useful in electrical heaters but can also be hazardous and cause fires.

	Art
	ART FOCUS:
ARTIST: Monet
	ART FOCUS: drawing/ICT Vanishing points. Use of pen and ink. The Baroque art period
ARTIST: Hendrick van Steenwyck
Key skills developed: Use of pen and ink. Light and shade
Key knowledge:

The Baroque is a highly ornate and often extravagant style of architecture, music, dance, painting, sculpture and other arts that flourished in Europe from the early 17th until the mid-18th century

Hendrik van Steenwijk II (1580 – 1640) was a Flemish Baroque Painter. He was renown for his paintings of church interiors and architectural scenes. 

Hendrick van Steenwijk the Younger's early style resembled that of his father, an architecture painter.

The ‘Baroque’ era refers to the period in European history characterized by extravagant architectural style, art and music, which emerged from the 17th century until the late 18th century. It is the era between the Renaissance and Neoclassical styles and was largely influenced by the Catholic Church

In Baroque architecture, new emphasis was placed on bold massing, colonnades, domes, light-and-shade (chiaroscuro), 'painterly' color effects, and the bold play of volume and void. In interiors, Baroque movement around and through a void informed monumental staircases that had no parallel in previous architecture.

Paintings like his ‘Courtyard of a Renaissance Palace’ (1610) appealed to sophisticated collectors throughout Europe, who appreciated the minute detail, clever spatial illusion and knowledgeable use of classical architectural motifs. The figures here were probably not painted by Steenwyck. He often collaborated with other artists – they worked on the figures while he painted the architecture and landscape.

Outcomes: A pen and ink architectural drawing
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	ART FOCUS: 

 

	DT
	Focus: structure 

Project Outcome: model bridge 
	Bug snacks
Textiles: combining different fabric shapes


	Food

Project Outcome: Design and make food for leavers party/ celebration OR plan/cost/resource food and meals for Year 2 sleepover


	RE
	Focus: Shahahda and salat
Concept: Belonging
Content: 

Children can describe in simple terms their response to the concept of belonging.
They can identify simple examples of  how belonging can be applied in their own and others’ lives.

They can describe in simple terms what it means to belong to something.

They can simply describe how belonging is important to Muslims.

They can evaluate, by describing in simple terms, the importance to believers and to themselves of belonging.
Focus: Christmas – the 2 birth narratives
Concept: Interpretation
Content: 

explain the meaning of the word interpreted 


explain why there are two interpretations of the story of the birth of Jesus in the Bible

explain the value of the two interpretations for Christians and describe some issues raised

explain a personal response to the way in which different interpretations of situations have been evident in their own experience

explain how their ideas about interpretation may affect their experiences and others’ experiences.


	Focus: Creation
Concept: Stewardship
Content:
Describe/explain what stewardship is

Describe/explain how stewardship is expressed within the Muslim world view

Evaluate by describing/explaining the importance and relevance of stewardship to Muslims and to themselves

Describe/express a personal response to the concept of stewardship

Describe/explain how the concept can be applied in their own and others’ lives.

Focus: Places of worship
Concept: Sacred Place
Content:

Describe in simple terms their response to the concept of specialness in relation to places in their experience

Identify simple examples of how their responses to special places affect their own and others’ lives

Describe in simple terms the meaning of specialness

Simply describe ways in which the church is special to Christians and the mosque is special for Muslims

Evaluate the concept by describing in simple terms the value of these special places to believers.


	Focus: Humanism
Concept: River of Life
Content:


	PHSE
	Managing conflict

Talking about feelings and reactions, reading and expressing verbal and non-verbal messages, recognising the wider consequences of actions, managing emotions, developing conflict resolution strategies, negotiation, stereotypes in the media

The world of work

Careers and opportunities, further education, required skills and qualifications, impact of mental health on work/leisure, accessing support for mental health concerns
	Taking responsibility

Taking responsibility for their bodies and behaviour, understanding the impact of peer pressure, exploring role models, decision making, being assertive, seeking help and staying safe online
Changing relationships

What does it mean to be a parent? Loving relationships, human sexuality and different types of relationship, what is love? Coping with difficult emotions, fears and worries
	Sex Education Unit

Focus to be determined by cohort maturity and level of understanding

All content to be shared with parents prior to teaching
Rights, responsibility and the law 

The law, environmental awareness, managing money
Transition and managing change

Transition to secondary school
Life-saving first aid



	PE 
	Coordination

Ball skills
Agility
Reaction/response
Sports coaching with Mr S


	Static Balance

Seated

Static Balance

Floorwork
Sports coaching with Mr S


	Dynamic Balance

On a Line

Counter Balance
With a partner
Sports coaching with Mr S


	Agility
Jumping and Landing
Static Balance

One leg
Sports coaching with Mr S


	Static Balance

Stance 
Coordination

Footwork
Sports coaching with Mr S


	Coordination

Sending and receiving
Agility

Ball Chasing

Sports coaching with Mr S



	Music
	Sing Up Music
Hey Mr Miller

Focus: Swing music, syncopation, swing rhythm, big band instruments, scat singing, social and historical context (WWII, segregation) progression snapshot 1. 

	Sing Up Music

Shadows

Focus: Artists and their influences, compare musical genres (country, electronic dance music, rock, classical, soul). 

Composing for protest

Focus: To create music inspired by Ethel Smyth and a picture of the suffragettes, composing using a non-musical stimulus, lyrics, melody, steady beat, tempo, ostinato, coda.
	Sing Up Music

Dona nobis pacem 
Focus: Texture (3-part round/polyphonic texture), monophonic, homophonic, 3/4 time, durations (crotchet, rest, quavers, minim, dotted minim, dotted crotchet), sacred vocal music, singing in harmony, progression snapshot 2. 

	Sing Up Music

You to me are everything

Focus: 1970s soul music, comparing cover versions.

Twinkle Twinkle

Focus: To use Twinkle, twinkle little star as a composing tool, theme and variations form, passacaglia, improvisation.

	Sing Up Music

Race!

Focus: To create music to accompany a short film about a race, composing an extended melody and accompaniment.

Exploring identity through song 
 Focus: Vocal range, voice change, vocal technique, lyrics (internal rhymes), anthems. 

	Sing Up Music

Ame sau vala tara bal 
Focus: Indian music, bhairavi raag, chaal rhythm, Indian musical instruments, Indian musical styles comparison (bhangra, Bollywood, Indian classical), progression snapshot 3. 


	French
	Revision and numbers and numbers to 100. 2,3, 5 times tables.

Time 

Pairwork – conversations

Traditional songs


	Past tense

Adverbs of place

Negative adverbs

French castles

Toulouse Lautrec, Chopin, Elgar


	The time, Times tables

Adverbs of time

Louis XIV    French revolution

Past tense, imperfect tense

Lessons 21-30




